
OLD COLONY CHAPTER EARLY HISTORY 

 

Old Colony Chapter Hingham was organized very early in the history of the Daughters of 

American Revolution, in the beautiful old town of Hingham, Massachusetts distinguished for its 

services in the Revolutionary War. To this it sent 750 of its citizens, including the dear friend of 

Washington, Major-General Benjamin Lincoln, whose great-granddaughter was one of the 

charter members of the society, and whose fine old house is one of the valued substantial relics 

of the past of Hingham. 

Hingham’s Old Colony Chapter was founded on February 14, 1894. This was the third 

Chapter formed in Massachusetts, and as at first drew its members from Hingham and Cohasset, 

this section being known as the “Old Colony,” it took the honored title as its designation.  It has 

never had a "Real Daughter" but had two granddaughters of revolutionary heroes, one of them 

Paul Revere among its members. 

Authorized by Mrs. Wallworth, Vice-President General of the National Society, and Mrs. 

Green, Acting State Regent of Massachusetts, the Chapter’s first meeting was called at the house 

of Mrs. James Henry Robbins, appointed to organize a Chapter by the National Society. There it 

organized on March 10, 1894, with 14 charter members.  Mrs. Robbins, great-great- 

granddaughter of General Israel Putnam, as originator of the movement, was accepted as Regent.  

  The number of the Chapter was limited to 50 members besides the Regent, and this limit 

was not changed until 1905, when the By-Laws were amended, and it was raised to 60.  

The first 11 meetings, covering a year, were held at the house of the Regent, and many 

interesting historic documents, letters, journals, and family records were read, and addresses 

delivered on patriotic subjects.  For some years Independence Day was celebrated by the Chapter 

with appropriate exercises and guests were invited. From eight to ten meetings a year were held 

annually, where business has been transacted and papers and documents of historic interest read.   

The earliest public service of the Chapter was a contribution to the fund for the Mary 

Washington Memorial, the first monument in the world erected to a woman by women.  

Subsequently, the Chapter contributed to the endowment fund by which the grave of the mother 

of Washington is to be forever cared for in a befitting manner.  In 1894, earth from General 

Lincoln's grave was sent to the Sequoia Chapter of California, to help to plant a memorial tree. 



The first gift of the Chapter to the National Society at Washington was a copy of the 

History of Hingham in four volumes, very valuable as a genealogical and historic record and 

gratefully accepted by the Association.  

Among its early resolutions was one appointing a committee to decorate the graves of 

soldiers on Memorial Day, and a wreath for the Soldiers Monument, and other flowers were 

annually sent by the Chapter to the cemeteries of Hingham.   

On July 4, 1894, the Chapter observed Independence Day at the grounds of the Hingham 

Polo Club, and in 1895, Independence Day was celebrated by an afternoon tea, accompanied by 

an exhibit of Colonial and Revolutionary relics at the house of Miss Susan B. Willard, then 

treasurer of the Chapter and later Chapter Regent, and founder and early benefactor of the 

Hingham Historical Society. 

In November of 1895, the Chapter purchased pictures for the two grammar schools of 

Hingham, as a reward for the five best compositions written by the pupils of each school on 

historic subjects, and to the Center School was awarded a framed engraving of Trumbull's 

“Battle of Bunker Hill,” and to the West School, another of the “Massacre of Wyoming.” 

In 1896, the Fourth of July was celebrated by a patriotic tea and an exhibition of Colonial 

and Revolutionary living pictures, and on September 19, 1896, the centennial of “Washington's 

Farewell to the People” was celebrated.  In December 1896, the Old Colony Chapter voted to 

join the State Association of Chapters, making annual contributions for each of its members.   

Washington's Birthday was celebrated in 1897 by a Colonial Tea, with the committee of 

reception and many of the guests in the costume of the Revolutionary period.  In April 1897, the 

122nd Anniversary of the Battle of Concord and Lexington was celebrated; funds were raised 

towards the purchase of General Putnam's Wolf Den and were sent to the Elizabeth Porter 

Putnam Chapter, of Putnam, Connecticut.   

In response to the appeal of the National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, 

which had promptly offered it services during the Spanish-American War, a committee was 

appointed to assist in procuring nurses for the hospitals of the Army and Navy. Of the 1000 

trained women nurses provided for the government by the Daughters of the American 

Revolution Hospital Corps, 72 trained to the credit and honor of the Old Colony Chapter, 

through the dedicated work of its then Vice-Regent, Miss Sarah Whittimore Daggett.  Miss 

Daggett continued her efforts with the Chapter throughout the war, sending supplies and relief 



wherever they seemed most needed.  In recognition of her work, the National Board, Daughters 

of the American Revolution, presented her with a gold medal and she was invited to visit 

Washington as the guest of the War Department, and in 1899 she was elected State Regent of 

Massachusetts.  

  In 1898, the Chapter served the Massachusetts Volunteer Aid Association.  Supplies were 

sent to the Daughters of the American Revolution Hospital Corps, and the members offered 

support for the soldiers in the field and for the Hospital Ship. An emergency fund was raised by 

the Chapter, and money sent to the Daughters of the American Revolution Hospital Corps, and to 

the Massachusetts Volunteer Association, and numerous meetings were held to work for the 

soldiers and sailors.  Magazines and books were sent to army posts.  Donations were raised for 

the Spanish-AmericanWar Fund, the Tuskegee Institute, the Nantasket Reservation for the State, 

and a statue of Washington and Lafayette presented to the people of France by the women of 

America as well as volunteering and fundraising for other domestic and international causes.  

 On October 5, 1899, the State Conference of the Daughters of the American Revolution 

met at the historic Old Meeting House in Hingham by invitation of the Old Colony Chapter. 

 In the early 1900’s, the Chapter raised money and sent books to Guam on appeal from the 

first Governor of Guam, Captain Leary, U.S.N.  A lecture on the “Education of Girls” was given 

in support of the fund for the education of Cuban teachers.  Contributions were made to aid 

famine victims in India as well as the Perry Memorial Association in Japan.  Contributions were 

sent for the monument in Arlington Cemetery, to honor the volunteer nurses who died in the 

Spanish-American War.  Donations were made to the Continental Hall Fund in Washington, the 

preservation of the frigate “Constitution” in Boston, the Paul Revere Memorial Association to 

the purchase of his former dwelling and the purchase of the Dorothy Quincy House.  

 In 1903 the Chapter presented a framed copy of the Declaration of Independence to the 

Hingham High School as well as raising funds marking the historic sites in the town.  In 1904 

members compiled a listing of cemetery inscriptions in three Hingham cemeteries for the 

Massachusetts Genealogical Society.  Also in 1904, the Chapter published a book entitled 

“Hingham, A Story of early settlement and life, its ancient landmarks, its historic sites and 

buildings.” By March 1906, the twelfth year of Old Colony Chapter’s existence, it had held 108 

regular meetings, beside the numerous public gatherings to which guests were invited. 



The organization had, during this time, and always united and peaceful, its officers have 

been appreciated and sustained, the work cordially and generously carried on.  It has been 

earnest in good works, helpful to other Chapters, nobly generous in a great emergency.  It has 

identified itself with the movements for the good of the community and the State, as well as for 

the nation and it's time of need.  It has cherished and studied the history of its fathers, and is now 

engaged in collecting local annals of domestic and patriotic interest.  It has been, and is 

constantly alive to the needs of the hour, as well as mindful of the past, and its members are 

always ready for any emergency which may arise and call for their helpful service. 

Old Colony Chapter Charter Members: 

 Mrs. James Henry Robbins, Regent (General Israel Putnam, Colonel Timothy Pike) 

 Mrs. John W. Day, (Private Asa Bullard) 

 Mrs. Samuel H. Spalding, (Major Seth Drew) 

 Mrs. J. Winthrop Spooner, (Lieutenant Nathan Lincoln) 

 Mrs. Fannie M. Lincoln (Private Gideon Lincoln) 

 Miss Susan Barker Willard, (Corporal John Souther) 

 Miss Lucy Lewis, (Captain Thomas Hersey) 

 Mrs. Louise A. Baldwin, (William Appleton) 

 Miss Edith Andrew, (Captain Thomas Hersey) 

 Miss Helen Crosby, (Major General Benjamin Lincoln) 

 Mrs. E. L. Andrew, (Captain Thomas Hersey) 

 Miss Mary E. Lincoln, (Paul Revere) 

 Mrs. Ebed L. Ripley, (Elizabeth Hersey Ripley) (Daniel Shute, Physician) 

 Mrs. John A. Andrew, (Captain Thomas Hersey) 

Citations from the History of the Massachusetts Daughters of the American Revolution. 

December 1891 – December 1905. Boston, Massachusetts 



Citations from Ann Sprague Tolman – Former Librarian General  

Charter Member List from the Massachusetts State History Daughters of the American 

Revolution, 1932.  

 

  

 

 

 

 


